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“This music was famous in the fifties;
it was the golden age of Cuban music”
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York acceptance levels continue to rise 15% applications drop since 2007/08
ROB MCDERMOTT

UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS have
admitted they are “concerned” after
York suffered a drop in number of
applications for the third year in a
row. Despite having fewer applica-
tions, the number of students
accepted to the University has con-
tinued to rise. 

Statistics released to Nouse
show the University has suffered
below average growth in applica-
tions for five consecutive years, of
which the number of applications
has fallen for the last three.
Between 2005/06 and 2008/09

the number of applications to York
fell from 21,441 to 19,385 - a drop
of 2,056.

Despite falling numbers of
applications, the number of stu-
dents accepted has risen steadily in
the last three years, going from
2,376 in 2005/06 to 2,745 in
2007/08. Acceptance figures for
the 2008/09 academic year are not
yet available. 

Applications for 2008/09
were 15% lower than the previous
year across all departments exclud-
ing Law and Film, Theatre and
Television, which were both creat-
ed in 2007. Of the 24 departments
in existence during 2007/08, 21
saw a decrease in applications. The

departments of Educational
Studies and Electronics were the
worst affected, with both seeing
drops of 44%. 

A UCAS spokesperson said
that applications across the coun-
try fell by 7% in 2008/09, largely
due to the decision to reduce the
number of choices an applicant can
make from six to five. The 15%
drop seen at York is 8% higher than
the national average.   

University Press Officer David
Garner admitted that the increase
in number of applications accepted
was linked to the Heslington East
expansion. He said: “The
University is committed to growth,
and with the establishment of new

departments, we expect to see a rise
in applications and a rise in
enrolled students.” 

Garner denied that the combi-
nation of falling applications and
increased acceptances meant less
qualified students were being
accepted, saying: “Applicants to
this University continue to be of a
very high standard.”          

When asked whether the
University was concerned by the
size of the fall for 2008/09, Garner
said: “We are concerned about any
dip in applications and the
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Application numbers fall
for third consecutive year 

Nouse review of
the 2007/08 year
A COMPILATION of all the
biggest news stories from the
past academic year. From the
Fresher accomodation crisis and
the furore over ‘sexist’ welcome
bags, to the forced resignation of
Grace Fletcher-Hackwood and
York’s Roses victory. Complete
with the iconic images from the
course of the year >> NEWS P4-5

York trails rivals in
alumni fundraising
FIGURES SHOW that York’s
alumni fundraising efforts lag
significantly behind rival uni-
versities. The Development and
Alumni Relations office has
revealed a range of ambitious
plans to help increase York’s
fundraising levels >> NEWS P6

Langwith bar
opening delayed
A DECISION by the University
to postpone renovations of the
Langwith bar space until
October will delay the opening
of the Union bar to January
2009. An emergency UGM
motion has called for a cam-
paign on the issue >> NEWS P3

Sporting success in
BUSA Leagues
A COMPREHENSIVE account
of the performance of the
University of York’s sports teams
in their respective BUSA
leagues, from a year that saw
York finish in the top 40 in
overall rankings  >> SPORT P19 


